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2020 Ford Explorer, Lincoln Aviator 
miss out on safety awards
December 9, 2019

The redesigned 2020 Ford Explorer, a midsize SUV, offers 
better protection in the driver side small overlap front test 
than earlier models, but hasn’t improved enough to qualify 
for a 2019 safety award. Crashworthiness ratings for the 
Explorer also apply to the all new 2020 Lincoln Aviator.

In the driver side small overlap test of the Explorer, the 
structure held up well overall — an improvement over the 
severe intrusion seen in the Explorer prior to the redesign.

However, in the test of the new model, there was enough 
intrusion into the outboard part of the footwell to elevate the 
risk of injury to the driver’s left leg, as indicated by measures 
taken from the dummy, resulting in an overall rating of 
acceptable.

A good rating in the driver side small overlap crash test is a 
requirement for both the 2019 TOP SAFETY PICK and TOP 
SAFETY PICK+ awards, so neither the Explorer nor Aviator 
is eligible.

The two models earn good ratings in the moderate overlap 
front, side, roof strength and head restraint evaluations. 
Neither model has been evaluated in the passenger side small 
overlap crash test. The previous generation of the Explorer 
earned a poor rating in the passenger side test.

Ford had expected the Explorer to earn a good rating in the 
driver side small overlap test and said it would investigate why 
it didn’t. The automaker plans to implement changes with the 
aim of improving the vehicle’s performance for a future test.

The 2020 Explorer and Aviator are both equipped with a 
standard vehicle-to-vehicle front crash prevention system 
that scores a superior rating in Institute tests. The SUVs are 
also available with a second, optional system that also rates 
superior. Both systems prevented collisions in 12 and 25 mph 
tests.
The two models differ in headlight performance. All 
Explorers built after June 2019 earn an acceptable headlight 
rating. The Aviator’s base headlights — static LED reflectors 
— rate marginal, while its available curve adaptive headlights 
earn a good rating.

The Explorer and Aviator each earn an acceptable rating for 
ease of use of the vehicles’ LATCH hardware. LATCH, which 
stands for Lower Anchors and Tethers for Children, is a 
system of attachment hardware for child restraints.

The 2020 Lincoln Aviator 
4-door SUV

The 2020 Ford Explorer 
4-door SUV
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0 ne  of the most  promis ing techno log ical  
applications for increasing the competitiveness 
of the taxi industry is the development of new 
mobile e-hail applications for all taxicabs as well 

as for- hire vehicles. These applications will attempt to "level the 
playing field" created by lopsided laws favoring Transportation 
Network Companies (TNCs). 

There are a number of publicly initiated projects by 
transportation regulators, as well as private industry efforts 
underway, to institute so called "universal taxi apps." The 
law firm of Windels Marx Lane 6 Mittendorf, LLP, in a partial 
pro bono or volunteer engagement with the City of Montreal, 
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conducted a comprehensive survey and analysis of all 
pending projects. The firm assisted the Montreal "Innovation 
Committee" with recommendations for policy making. 

The full report can be accessed at: 

http://www.windelsmarx.com/resources/documents/ 
Study%20for%20a%20Central ized%20Appl icat ion% 
20for%20Taxis%20in%20Montreal%20-%20April%2020l 6.pdf. 

It will be showcased at the annual conference for the 
International Association of Transportation Regulators (IATR) 
in San Francisco (September 22-25, 2016) at a "universal taxi 
app workshop" for regulators. 

Insurance Institute for Highway Safety 
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Watch IIHS crash test on YouTube here.

https://www.iihs.org/ratings/vehicle/ford/explorer-4-door-suv/2020
https://www.iihs.org/ratings/vehicle/lincoln/aviator-4-door-suv/2020
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=57&v=AM-lh4rDnEA&feature=emb_logo

